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of the mutiny of the Sepoys, because the Company's
European forces thought they had been unfairly treated.
All through the early history of the Company mutiny
by its European troops was a l standing danger, and at
the very crisis of the American war, when the com-
munication between England and India was almost cut
on, wiien the American Colonies were in open revolt,
and Ireland on the very brink of it, the Company's army
might well think that they could do as they pleased and
establish themselves, if not as an independent power, at
all events as the practical rulers of the Company's
territories. This might be a dream, but it might also
have terrible practical results, and Hastings and his
Council ran a risk of encouraging these feelings to the
utmost by calling in the army against the Court, as they
did on the occasion now to be noticed.

1 See Lord Minto in India, pp. 201-2 notey for ti list of mutinies by the
Company's troops.